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Christmas Fragcr

Loving (God on this Christmas Da\g, we praisc the newborn cl’u’|c{, our |_ord and Savior, Jesus (Christ.
We open our eyes to see the mystery of faith and we claim the Promisc of [ mmanuel, "(God with us.”
We remember that Jesus was bornin a manger, and walked as a humble smq:cn'ng Savior.

Lorc], |-uc|P us to share the love of Goc{ with everyone we encounter, to feed the hungry, clothe the na-

ked, and stand against injusticc and oppression.
We pray for the cnding of war and for peace in the world.
We thank you for our{:amily and friends, and for the many b]cssings, we have received.

We rcjoicc toc{ay with the best gif-ts of hopc, Pcac;c,_jog and the love of Giod in Jcsus Christ. Amen.

— Rev. Lia |caza Willetts

Merry Christmas
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The Purpose of Christmas

Rick Warren shares in The Purpose of Christmas “that Christmas is a party. Specifically, it's a birthday party —
for Jesus — and birthdays are meant to be celebrated. It's why we say "Merry Christmas!" Ironically, he is never
mentioned at most Christmas parties. Although Jesus is the reason for the season, he's often overlooked or merely
mentioned along with Rudolph, Frosty the Snowman, Santa Claus, the Grinch, elves, and a long list of celebrated

fictional characters.”

Rick took a survey of Christmas shoppers and asked, "What are you celebrating this Christmas?" The answers

[

were...

"I'm celebrating that I made it through another year."
"I'm celebrating being home with my family."

"I got a Christmas bonus."

"My son is home from Irag.”
"The candidate I voted for got elected.”
"I'm celebrating that I've finished all my shopping."

 F & F & + &

"I'm not celebrating anything. I'm just trying to survive."

The first purpose of Christmas is celebration! We learn this from the angel's opening statement to the shep-
herds of Bethlehem. God had wonderful news for us that would cause us all to rejoice, celebrate, and throw a par-
ty: "I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people." Luke 2:10 (NIV)

The purpose of Christmas is to celebrate God’s saving gift to the world...JESUS!

* St. John’s Christmas Celebration

Christmas Eve (12/24):

4:30pm-Christmas songfest with soloists, musicians and con-
gregation.

5:00pm-Family Eucharist with carols, guest soloists, musicians
and the Christmas story.

8:30pm-Christmas carols with soloists, musicians and the wor-
shipping community!

9:00pm-Festival Eucharist with inspiring music, message and
A celebration.
Christmas Day (12/25):
2% 10:00am-Holy Eucharist.
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As required by our By-Laws, the Vestry appointed a Nominating Committee consisting of
Donna Beecher, Roger Stiefel, Sue Boujoukos, Mike Johnson, and Jim Bongard. The Com-
mittee is pleased to put forward the following slate of candidates for a 3-year term begin-
ning in January: Jim Etz, Gary Fusco, and Gia Orlando. Election will occur at the annual busi-
ness meeting Sunday (1/26/20).

JIM ETZ

| was born in Chicago but moved to Mexico City when | was 8. After moving back to the US, |
attended St. John's Military Academy, an Episcopal Military school, in Delafield, Wisc. | graduated
from Ole Miss in 1966 with a degree in Marketing. That is where | met my wife Betsy. We married
in 1966 and have three sons, one daughter, and eight grandchildren.

My work experience includes seven years at Sears; five of them at the Sears Headquarters in
Chicago. After leaving Sears | went into the car business and owned a General Motors dealership,
Chevrolet, Pontiac & Buick, in Missouri for 10 years; and a Chrysler Plymouth, Dodge dealership
for the last three years of those years. Following that we moved to Collierville, TN, a suburb of
Memphis, where we owned and operated two McDonald’s Restaurants.

While in Tennessee we were members of St. George’s Episcopal Church and | was on the Board of Directors of the St.
Georges Day School. | am an alumnae of Delta Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, a 32" degree Mason and a Shriner.

We moved to FL in 2000. In spite of being retired | did Property Maintenance; Handyman; and Home Watch work in the North
Naples and Bonita Springs areas for many years. Besides helping with the Home Watch work, Betsy has a part time job as well. |
am also on the Architectural Control Committee in two of the communities where we have properties and am active in other

activities within those communities.

We attended St. John's during Fr. Bill's tenure. After Fr. Bill departed we moved our membership to St. Mary’s in Bonita
Springs. |1 was on the Vestry at St. Mary’s; was Chairman of the Buildings & Grounds Committee; served on the altar; was in
charge of the Columbarium; and was Junior Warden at the time we left to return to St. John’s. | have been an Acolyte and served
on the altar for the past several years at St. John’s. My wife Betsy and | are also in charge of the Columbarium. We attended the
early service on Sunday for quite some time but have since changed to the Saturday evening service.

| feel honored to be considered for a position on the vestry.

GARY FUSCO

My wife Rosalind and | have been married for 41 years, have five children, and eleven grand-
children, all loving and serving the Lord here in Naples. With our children we also raised a spiritual
daughter who began and is the director of a large Christian orphanage/daycare center in Ethiopia.

I worked all my life as a high-end cabinetmaker/furniture maker, owning my own shop since
1979. While woodworking was a great passion, doing spiritual counseling with my employees and
their families, teaching bible studies, and forming and playing in praise bands with my wife were my
even greater passions.

Ten years ago | went back to school and earned a Masters in Biblical Studies and a Doctorate in Christian Counseling. | have
passed the shop on to my son, and have devoted my life to full time counseling and foreign mission work. | have served many
times in Ethiopia, and for the past six years in India preaching, teaching, and sharing the love of Jesus. Guided by the Holy Spirit
in inner healing prayer, my goal is to provide professional counseling for the healing of emotional wounds, broken relationships,
disabling and destructive behaviors, and other struggles which prevent us from reaching our full potential.
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GIA ORLANDO

My family and | moved to Naples from Connecticut in April 2016. Since then,
I've been a stay-at-home mom raising my 3 young boys: DT (7), Rocco (4) and Elias
(2). This has been my favorite and most rewarding job by far; however, | did enjoy
my prior professional roles of a special education teacher in NYC, a social worker
providing individual and family counseling in Brooklyn and NYC, and an education
director of a small, private school for students with emotional and behavioral chal-
lenges in CT.

| found St. John's after 2 long years of church shopping and on the recommen-

2 dation of my friend Lindsey Gualdoni. | knew after that first Sunday that it would

be the perfect, comfortable fit for my family, as my husband Dennis was raised Catholic and | was raised Episcopali-
an. It was familiar, warm and welcoming. | immediately joined the youth program team, and I've loved teaching
here on Sundays ever since. | look forward to many more years of collaborating, teaching and growing here at St.
John’s.

Please Join US!

# St. John's Outreach Grants Celebration will take place on Sunday (12/8) at the 9am
service. Plan to join us as we celebrate the gift of giving $150,000 to 14 wonderful
Collier charities. A special thanks to St. John's Thrift Shoppe, our Outreach Commit-
tee and St. John's family members who make all this possible.

% St. John's Healing Mission will Feature Craig Miller January 18-19 2020.

# Franklin Graham Sunshine State Tour in Fort Myers Sunday (1/19) at 4:00pm at Hertz
Arena.

# The Annual Meeting for St. John’s will be held on Sunday (1/26) at 1 pm with lunch

at 1230 pm. )
%&'Ilﬂ— 50 gmm/

-
DON'T MISS DINNER!
Deadline time is aPProacl'aing for reservations to St _John's free catered (Golden Anni-

versary Cclcbratory |_uncheon! [t will follow the 10 AM Annivcrsary Senice on Sun-
dag, March 22, 2020 with E)ishoP Dabncg Smith. To prepare Propcrlg for the event, the
committee needs you to report now that you and how many ofgour immediate Fami|5 will
attend. F -mail to FarishSccrctarq@stio}'msnaplcs com; or Phonc 239,/261-2355, E xt 4.
]1: w1” be t]'lc hlgl'ihgl'lt of t]'nc Jubllcc Ycar and Hou want to bc Parl: of it!
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2019 Vestry R 1t & 2020 Goals

On October 26, the Vestry met to review where we are and where
we want to go. Using a process called Mutual Ministry Review, we as-
sessed how we’re doing and what we see as opportunities to advance
our strategic mission to: Embrace God; Love Your Neighbor; and Serve
| the World.

Reflecting back on our 2019 goals, we saw significant improvements
in our website, especially the addition of live streaming and inspiring personal testimonies.
We extended the lease for our St. John’s Thrift Shoppe and enabled record donations for
storm relief through matching grants to Matthew 25 ministries. We grew our healing minis-
tries in partnership with the Christian Healing Center, Life Relaunch, and other spiritual
healers nationally and internationally. We also saw real growth in our children’s ministry
with a rise in Sunday School attendance, the hiring of a part-time children and youth direc-
tor (Dayna Sottosanti), and a regular cadre of parents excited to teach preschoolers and el-

ementary school children.
And so, after a robust discussion, we developed the following goals for 2020:

ST. JOHN’S MMR GOALS FOR 2020

St. John’s is a catholic, charismatic, evangelical church led by the Holy Spirit. We lead
ecumenically in healing ministries, Biblical teaching, community outreach and Christian
partnerships. Our charitable donations greatly exceed expectations for a church our size.

EMBRACING GOD - SERVING THE CHURCH
GOAL: Personally, invite more parishioners to give time and talent to lay ministries,
and specifically develop a larger pool of trained ushers, lay readers, acolytes.

LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS—SERVING OUR PARISH FAMILY
GOAL: Re-awaken in our retired parishioners the desire to grow spiritually and to
continue to engage with others in ministries so as to improve their quality of life.
GOAL: Formally prepare our youth for their first communion, for engaging in a wide
range of ministries, and for bonding with other Christian teens.

SERVING THE WORLD—SERVING THE NAPLES COMMUNITY AND BEYOND
GOAL: Deepen relationships with affiliated partners locally and internationally: Thrift |
Shoppe Partners, Life Relaunch, Christian Healing Center, Matthew 25 Ministries and H
missionaries in the Middle East and India.

Donna Beecher - Sr. Warden

&
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ST JOHNS CLERGY OVER 50 YEARS
St Johns has had five vicars/rectors and nine as-
sistant rectors, plus a goodly number of retired priests
who assisted in a variety of roles. The mission that
became St Johns in 1970 was served by Rev Tom
Moss, Vicar, until retiring In 1976. He was succeeded
by Rev Charles Day who was named the parish's first
rector before he resigned in 1980. Rev James Schul-
thess came as rector in 1981 and stayed for 10 years.
He was succeeded by St Johns longest serving rector -
1982 to 2006 — Rev William O'Connell. His retirement
led to the calling of Rev Joseph Maiocco, our present
rector.

Four of our nine assistant rectors were ordained
at St Johns. Rev Alfred S. Lee, who was the first (1979
to 1984), however was a retired priest who originally
volunteered to help when Fr Day left, and stayed on!
John Stonesifer was ordained at St Johns in 1984 and
left two years later when called to be rector of St Pe-
ter's Church, Salisbury, MD. Rev Leigh Halliwell was
assistant from 1986 to 1987, followed by Rev John
Mitchell who was called in 1988 to St Luke's, Farming-
ham, ME. Rev lidefonso “Frank” Cabrera joined St
Johns in 1987 and led a four year effort to begin a
Spanish speaking ministry here and in Immokalee. Mi-
chael Durning was ordained here in 1988, serving til
1992 when he was called as rector of St Mark's, Marco
before being appointed Canon to the Ordinary of our
Diocese. In 1998, Charles Mann was ordained here
and served til 2004 when he was called as rector of
Nativity Church, Sarasota. Nicholas Funk was ordained
in St Johns in 2005 and was assistant until called a
year later to St Alban's, St Petersburg Beach. Rev
Christian Maxfield came in 2015 and was called in
2018 as rector of All Souls Church, North Ft Myers.

If you are interested in helping out with the 50" An-
niversary Celebration, please contact Bob Geroy at

239-261-3324 or bob-geroy@mindspring.com .

Foyer Dinners

Sign-ups for the
Foyer Dinners are off to
a great start! In the first
two weeks, we already
have slightly over 100
participants enrolled. =
It's not too late to join the fun! Just contact Ann
Witmer in the church office at 239-261-2355 or Mary
Frances Aiken at 239.450-3199 by December 10th and
get your name on the list.

Once the Group Leaders are established and have
their list, you will be notified by mid-January for your
first Foyer dinner of 2020. What a wonderful way for
us to get to know one another better and grow in
Christ’s love together!

Fun Fact About Foyers

Foyers is a worldwide community that originated
with the destruction and rebuilding of the Cathedral in
Coventry, England during World War Il. Its ministry is
dedicated to building Christian relationships within a
Christian community, Christian renewal, and reconcili-
ation.

Mary Frances and John Aiken

e The Stitches ladies are com-

';@ﬁ‘/;%.f of Love

ing back from the wintry

northern parts, and enjoying
both the Naples weather and the warmth of our friend-
ships. We have already completed a number of Mother's
Hearts, and are now exploring the world of Fidget Quilts
and creating our own, which will find homes in a number of
memory care centers in Naples. We have discovered a need
for more of the beautiful knit and/or crocheted prayer
shawls we have had in the past.....often coming in from St.
John's at-home knitters as well as from friends of St. John's.
We generally have a project going which in done in
steps when we meet on Fridays....starting with skills like
pressing, poking (come and find out what that is), cutting,
sewing, assembling. The wonderful thing is that you don't
need to be a sewer or a knitter. We are looking for willing

hands and enthusiasm.... NO OTHER TALENTS NECESSARY!

So.... come January, and New Years' Resolutions, re-
solve to join us...Friday mornings at 10:00 A.M. in Brewster
Hall.

Bonnie Schlichting
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TREASURER’S NOTES

| recently received a reminder from one
of my favorite institutions for charitable
giving, reminding me of the opportunity
to use a portion of my IRA Required Min-
imum Distribution (RMD) to make a “tax-
smart” gift from this year’s distribution,
or perhaps next year’s distribution. When a contribution is
made from your IRA, directly to the charitable institution
(e.g. St John’s Episcopal Church), you do not pay taxes on
that portion of the income RMD distribution. In their words,
“this means your IRA qualified charitable distribution gift is
tax-freel”

To qualify
e  You must be 70 % years old, or older, at the time of
the gift.

e Your gift must go directly from your IRA to the
qualified charity, like St John's.

e  Gifts cannot exceed $100,000 per taxpayer.

e  Gifts must be completed before December 31,
2019 to take advantage of these benefits in the
current tax year. By example, you may prepay your
2020 pledge before the end of 2019 if you choose.

Consult your IRA administrator for a form to initiate a
“Qualified Charitable Distribution.” You may also choose to
consult with your accountant or person who prepares your
tax returns for further advice.

Bob Matthews

This article is intended as o general discussion. Any article in
our Parishlife is not intended or written to be relied upon or
used as specific accounting, legal or tax advice for anyone.
You should consult your personal CPA, attorney, or tax pre-
parer for advice specific for your individual situation to de-
termine whether this technique is suitable for you. This can-
not be used by any taxpayer, for the purpose of avoiding
any penalties that may be imposed under the Internal Reve-
nue Code.
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WELCOME LYNN BOWER!

| am happy to announce that | am
currently training Lynn Bower, to
schedule the Lay Read-
ers/Acolytes, & youth servers.
Lynn is fairly new to St. John's and
has volunteered to take on this
task so that | can resign to do oth-
er work of the Lord here at St.
John's. Please let Lynn know how
much you appreciate her volunteering and wish her
good luck as she learns this process. | will stay with
Lynn until she is comfortable with the work.

We also have had one volunteer to become a lay
reader at the 11:15 service. As soon as she is trained,
you will see her serving at the altar. For anyone else
who might like to serve at all 3 services, please let Fr.
Joe, Ann, Lynn or me know so that we can get you
trained as well.

Thank all for the support you have given me over the
last 14 years.

Sincerely and blessings to all,

Ruth Adams

The Board, Staff and Volunteers
From

St. John’s Thrift Shoppe

Wish you and your family
A

Wonderful and Blessed Christmas
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OSL Healing Mission
January 18, 2018

Going Deeper for Greater Emotional
and Physical Healing
With
Craig Miller LMSW & ACSW
To reserve a place at the OSL Healing Mission Janu-

ary 18, 2020 at St. John’s Episcopal Church, pick up
a reservation form in the church narthex or office.

The Youth .
Program For over thirty-
would like nine years Craig
to thank has been minis-
gre;mz_ tering and coun-
pating in seling in church,
our First medical, and
?nn;aDl ‘ mental health
and Fellaws et
ship Event! licensed Christian
We appre- s therapist, lay
ciated all of | S e P minister and
your support and participation. It was a fabulous co-founder of Masterpeace Counseling in

event and we are grateful for your donations so we
can help the St. Matthew’s house for the Thanksgiv-
ing Holiday. We have been busy learning about
Thanksgiving. We are talking about what it means to

Tecumseh, Ml (see www.mpccd.com).

Craig's experience with his own miracu-

give thanks, be grateful and showing gratitude. We lous physical healing deepened his passion
want to continue to be thankful and appreciative this to help people recelive their own healing
holiday season and want to share it with others. and restoration through teaching, impart-

ing. and ministering about the love and
Lastly, we have some fun events happening in De- healing power of Jesus. Craig ministers to
cember! Please keep a look out for the announce- the spirit and soul (mind, will and emo-
ments, emails and sign ups! tions) for God to identify the root causes
that may block healing in order to bring

Dayna Sottosanti -
restoration to physical and emotional con-

~ | The Orlando ditions and broken relationships. He
| Family won teaches through TV, radio and healing

ggﬁnz,g IB?—::E;. services, and Is the author of numerous

off. But it books. During this mission Craig will be fo-
was a close cusing on his latest book, Breaking Emo-
race. All the tional Barriers to Healing; Understanding
aae'f-zd dfe‘:i"_ds the mind-body connection to your illness,
ciilis! For more information, go to www.insights-

fromtheheart.com.

The deadline for the January, 2020
E-news Ls the end of the day, Fri-
day, Pecember 14, 2019.
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September — October 2019
As told by the team from the People of God Lebanon
By Andre J Codouni

Dear Pastor Joe and the faithful at St John’s church in Naples FL
May the peace of Christ be with you, !

Our last report sent to your church offices, spoke about testimonies by two Aleppo resident Christian workers who spoke
about the challenges and the tremendous opportunities currently present in their city.

This present report receives the testimony of one who very recently helped lead a retreat held for Emmanuel in a Syrian
city close to the border with Lebanon and overlooking the Mediterranean Sea.

It is a scenic place where summertime vacationers come and which sadly now, has become a place where refugees have
flocked for the past eight years.

As one travels the beautiful countryside in the area, one cannot but notice the billboards dotting the roadside and repre-
senting so many young men who have died for country.

The retreat was attended by fresh additions to Emmanuel as well as some old hands who helped with the retreat. It started
with unmistakable joy and enthusiasm. Mutual care, encouragement and consolation were flowing both ways among the Leba-
nese and the brethren from Aleppo. Both groups had arrived by bus around the same time, and soon the anticipation of hearing
the Lord and His call was the beginning of what turned out to be a great time together.

Despite the great challenges facing them, Emmanuel members always express how they constantly live in the joy of the
Lord and His goodness. The Lord’s presence felt so strong, uplifting and invigorating. Everyone left the retreat knowing that his
and her efforts at being there were so well worth it and exceeding all expectations. Having the Lebanese with them meant a lot
to the Emmanuel members.

New Freedom and boldness

Around fifty-five people (mostly young) were attending the retreat for the first time. Forty-five Emmanuel members were
also present. The turnout would have been even greater (as high as one hundred fifty just from Aleppo) had the retreat been
scheduled a month earlier when schools and universities were still on summer recess. This is clear evidence to the great hunger i
for vision and the desire for spiritual inspiration currently present, among the Christian population in Aleppo.

The mixed age groups’ blend was wonderful to see and included a large number of young couples who have chosen to stay
in Aleppo for the sake of being in Emmanuel despite the massive pressure put on them by loved ones to leave.

Emmanuel has quickly and beautifully grown, to fully grasp what it means to be renewed in the Holy Spirit, living in God’s
presence, and using the time to enjoy long prayer times and rest in God’s healing presence. Everyone at the retreat was blessed |
with a fiery zeal and desire to follow the Lord and witness for the gospel, in a new and bolder manner.

This year, unlike previous ones, instead of using the time for teaching around a particular theme in a conference format, the
time was used mainly to seek the Lord for His word and personal direction. Jean Barbara, President of the Sword of The Spirit
gave three talks based on Apostle Paul’s letters’ teachings and focusing on how to respond and yield to the workings of the Holy
Spirit. One talk was about “Conversation with God”, the second on “Faithfulness” and the third on “Come to me you all who are
heavy laden and | will give you rest”. .

An extraordinary time of ministry followed and a great many number of people came forward asking to be prayed with for a
greater release of the Holy Spirit in their lives.

At the end of the retreat, several people shared some remarkable testimonies. More than one person shared how despite a
great desire to use spiritual gifts (yielding to prophecy, praying for healing and in tongues) and despite the great skepticism sur-
rounding the area in Aleppo, came forward and witnessed that they have started using those gifts and could not stop praying in
tongues with renewed conviction and faith. 4

Other powerful testimonies, included more than a few of the members who shared that they came to the retreat, having !
lost their enthusiasm and faith to continue, yet the Lord visited them powerfully and they came out having renewed their deci- '
sion to live for the Lord and offer themselves to Him completely. ,l

Emmanuel asks that you continue to pray for continued growth and the ability to be formed into the body and people that |
the Lord has called them to be. May the Lord of the harvest send many to work in His field in Aleppo, for indeed, the “laborers ‘
are few”. Many thanks to St John's Church in Naples, FL. for your prayers and continued support. We are inspired by your faith-
fulness and great generosity. We could not do what we are doing in Aleppo without you!

Fage
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If you are interested in knowing more about traveling to the
Holy Land next year, please contact Cathy Latimer at 239-
262-1693 or pick up an informative brochure in the Church
Office.

Join Cathy Lafimer

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2020

Noyember g:18, 2020 \

Watercolor Notecards on Sale Now!

Set of 8 different beautifully designed, hand-painted note cards by Frankie Straw
are now on sale in the Parish Office for $10.

Each card is painted with a different watercolor on the outside; blank on the inside.
Set of 8; 8 different designs. 4.25" x 5.5”

Please contact Ann Witmer at 239.261.2355 (Ext 4) if you are interested in purchas-

ing, or email at parishsecretary@stjohnsnaples.com .

New Members:

Shirley Woolaway; John CMWGWW
& Laura Ransom Outreach Grant Celebration
,i.m Parishioner Deaths: We plan to give $150,000 to 14 wonderful Collier
Renee Hansen Charities at our Annual Qutreach Grant Celebration
Parish W (11/06/2019) on Sunday (12/8) at the 9am service. Join us in person
or via live stream as we hear of their wonderful work,

present them with grant monies and host a fun recep-

Transferred Out: Bill & Wendy Nagy ;
tion.

The 14 charities expected to receive grant monies

ANNUAL
MGET'NG are:

m MWW m Alzheimer’s Support Network
St. John’s Episcopal Church Avow
Official Notice of Annual Baby Basics of Collier County, Inc.
Charity for Change

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 26, 2019
Beginning at 1pm

Collier Resource Center

Community Pregnancy Clinic

Harry Chapin Food Bank of SWFL, Inc.
Laces of Love Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Literacy Volunteers of Collier County
NAMI of Collier County

New Horizons of SW Florida

Special Olympics of Collier County

St. Matthew’s House, Inc.

Young Men'’s Christian Association

Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth
peace among those
with whom he is
plseased! «

€ € € € € € € € € € € € € ¢

Luke 2:14
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Please enjoy Chapter 14 from ‘The Hope that is in Us’

THE LorD Is My SAVIOR

“...we have fixed our hope on the living God, who is the Savior of all...”

1 Timothy 4:10 (ESV)

We may say those words many times as we seek to live Christian lives, but until we experience Christ
in action, understanding His saving grace remains purely hypothetical. Only when we expetience Him as
our personal savior does the mystery of faith become steadfast in our lives.

When I was a young teenager, the neighborhood I lived in grew to be less safe. The city had hit
hard economic times and houses were boarded up. Muggings became a growing concern in the once
peaceful neighborhood.

I was walking home alone from my girlfriend’s house which was a couple of blocks away. A group
of young men across the street started to make inappropriate racial comments about me. I was acutely
aware of the uncomfortable situation that might occur. Moving ahead with determination, I prayed for
the Lord to help me.

Out of nowhere, a boy from my class appeared by my side. The trash talk stopped from the group.
He stayed with me until I was safely home. That was the first time I was frightened in my neighboz-
hood and was so grateful when this person, a boy I barely knew, came to help me.

Years later, my husband became critically ill.

All the medical advancements in the wotld were not going to cure him. However, through faith and
guidance from my pastor, I learned to give the heartache to God. I prayed every day for God to see me
through the ordeal of caregiving as my husband grew weaker and spoke less and less.

When the time came for him to die, my husband emerged from his silence and sang Amaging Grace
two times before making his departure. I truly believe an angel of mercy took him to the Lord.

The same day I had a heart attack and, through circumstances guided by the hand of God, I was
rushed to the hospital and had surgery. I joke that God didn’t want me that day—but I was ready to go,
for my life as I knew it was ovet.

Several weeks later, during a grief-stricken moment, I ran a red light and missed a car by inches.
Once through the intersection, I pulled to the side of the road and cried. God saved me once again.
There is a reason I am alive: I have a purpose in living now with Christ by my side.

The Lord is indeed my Saviot. ..
A Grateful Believer
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St. John's Episcopal Church

500 Park Shore Dr., Naples, FL 34103
PH: 239-261-2355 FAX 239-
261-2591

Office Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 am - 5pm

After Hours Emergency:
Rector 239-216-2333

Rector: The Rev. Joseph F. Maiocco |l
E-mail: Clergy@stjohnsnaples.com

Secretary: Ann Witmer
E-mail: ParishSecretary@stjohnsnaples.com

Treasurer: Bob Matthews
Email: Treasurer@stjohnsnaples.com

Music Director: Glenn Saffran
Email: MusicDirector@stjohnsnaples.com

ParishLife Editor: Ann Witmer
E-Mail: ParishSecretary@stjohnsnaples.com

Web sites:
St. John's: www.stjohnsnaples.com
Diocese: www.episcopalswfl.org

St. John's Librarian: Colleen Spangler

Intercessory Prayer Chain Requests:
Becky Jarrell: jarrelland@aol.com
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S500 Park Shore Drive
Naples, Florida 34103
Telephone: 261-2355

PARISHLIFE

St. John's Episcopal Church

2019 Vestry:

Sr. Warden: Donna Beecher

Jr. Warden: Roger Stiefel

Treasurer: Bob Matthews

Clerk to the Vestry: Ann Witmer

Members: Arlene Austin, Brent Guillot, Tish Gullo, Skip
Ruch, Mary Tilney, Richard Uihlein, Jack Wert.

St. John's Shoppe for Upscale Thrift
Tamiami Square

14700 Tamiami Trail N., Naples, FL
Phone: 239-597-9518

Hours: Mon-Sat. 10am-5pm
Website: www.stjohnsshoppe.com

Shoppe Board of Directors:
Chairperson: Margo Ziolo
Vice-Chairperson: Carol Viehe
Secretary: Carol Viehe

Treasurer: Ricki Soule

Marketing: Faye Bruso

Volunteer Recruiting: Mary Lou Boone
Outreach: Betsy Dyke

Major Events: Margo Ziolo & Faye Bruso
Thrift Shoppe Manager: James Meehan
Assistant Manager: Donna Bartuccio

Non-Profit
Organization
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